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archipelago was vividly shown in August, when a landing opera-
tion against the island of Kiska found that the Japanese had evacu-
ated the place.

In the southwest Pacific Guadalcanal had originally been consid-
ered as a steppingstone toward the advanced Japanese base at Ra-
baul on New Britain, but for such an operation the available troops
were found to be insufficient, chiefly because of the excessive sick
rate from malaria, which demanded long periods of recuperation in
a better climate. In the equally unhealthy jungles of New Guinea,
Salamaua and Lae were taken in September, American chutists
playing a considerable part in the capture of the latter. Finschaf en
followed in October. Further advances were made on Bougainville
in November, but thenceforward it was decided to put a larger part
of the U. S: Pacific efiEort into the central Pacific, where the atolls
and other islands are healthier because of the absence of jungle.
What we have already characterized as the prodigious U. S. naval
building program now made it possible to put into practice a some-
what more ambitious strategy, hoping rather than fearing that the
Japanese fleet might come out and fight

In November, Marines landed at Tarawa and other neighboring
Gilbert islands southeast of the Marshalls in a move which con-
tinued the amphibious strategy of straightening the elbow-shaped
course between Hawaii and Australia to which the Japanese south-
eastward advance early in '42 had condemned us. In proportion to
the comparatively small number of landing troops, the conquest of
Tarawa was costly. Practically all the Japanese there, as usual in the
present war, fought to the death, and their opportunities for inflict-
ing loss were increased by various chances of war. Nevertheless,
Tarawa itself, where the fighting was hottest, fell three days after
the original landing.

About the same time MacArthur and his staff began to experi-
ment with a new strategy built chiefly around the long-range land-
based bomber and the transport plane. The leading idea was that in
this theater, where military movement was almost wholly by sea or
air, it was not necessary to assault each of the many Japanese garri-
sons. Most of these, when once their air and naval support had been
virtually cut off, could safely be left behind in establishing a series
of air bases just near enough together to serve as steppingstones.
That series could be indefinitely extended as long as no large land